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QINGMING FESTIVAL : A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF PRACTICES OF THE CHAOZHOU
CHINESE IN BANGKOK AND CHAOZHOU PEOPLE IN SHANTOU

LAN YANDAN 586070
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PACHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the ritual of the Qingming Festival of Shantou
Chinese in Bangkok, Thailand and in Shantou, China, and to compare the similarities and
differences of the Qingming ritual of Shantou Chinese from the two places. It was a
documentary and field research that using interviewing of purposive samples. The samples
were 40 Shantou Chinese that divided into 2 groups; 20 samples were from Bangkok and
another 20 samples were from Shantou. The data were analyzed by using descriptive
analysis.

The study showed that the Shantou Chinese have practiced the Qingming ritual as
their ancestors who immigrated in Thailand and settled down in Bangkok. The Shantou
Chinese had the ritual for commemorate their ancestors for more than 2,000 years. This
ritual continued and had its concept on the Chinese belief and virtue which were
considered as the main mechanism to show the gratefulness to the ancestors. They also
believed that their ancestors would help and protect their prosperity. They had the
process of worshiping ritual, following the ways in worshiping which were derived from the
traditional customs. In China, the government has scheduled Qingming Day as the national
holiday since 2007 in order to promote the travelling of the Shantou Chinese. In comparing
the Qingming ritual; the Shantou Chinese in Bangkok and Shantou had the same sacrifices
and process of offering and similar prohibition. The differences were influenced by the
changes of society, environment, religion, and beliefs, and the ritual had been adjusted
according to those changes. For example the burial was changed to cremation using
technology and hiring others to perform the ceremony. In addition, working far away from
home could change the belief pattern from their ancestors and the ritual was not as

formal as it used to be.

Keywords: Ritual, Shantou Chinese, Qingming Festival, Thailand, Republic of China
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