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By Miss Li Yan
Identification No. 524090
Degree Master of Arts (ML.A.)
Major Communicative Thai as a Second Language
Academic Year 2011
ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze characteristics of the conflicts found in short stories of Chor
Koraked Award in 2010 and solutions to their conflicts. The sample stories include 69 short
stories published in the 5 1" — 54" issues of Chor Koraked Magazine and the study results of these
short stories are presented in the method of descriptive analysis.

The study reveals that conflicts found in Chor Koraked short stories in 2010 have the
following four major characteristics; 1) Internal conflicts of a character refer to the conflicts
inside character’s mind that force the characters to select one of the choices. 2) Man vs. man
conflicts refer to the conflicts between husband and wife. The conflicts are caused by either the
husband or the wife cheating on the other party or not being proper responsible for familial duties.
Man vs. man conflicts can also occur between parents and their children. These conflicts are
resulted by aging and educational gap. Conflicts between a relative and another relative are
caused by money issues as well as selfishness. Conflicts among members of a society are
significantly attributed to the desire for power, greed, caste division, and the lack of kindness.
3) Man vs. society conflicts concern the conflicts between humans and social norms. These
conflicts occur when a member of the society thinks it is not necessary to abide by the laws and
ethics. Man vs. ethnicity conflicts are caused by differences in physical appearance and cultures.
Man vs. social value conflicts occur when someone’s point of view and attitude are different from
others. Man vs. custom conflicts are found when way of living is changed over time. Man vs.
moral standard conflicts are resulted when humans do not respect religious faith and not have
morality as spiritual shelter. 4) Man vs. nature conflicts occur when humans encounter natural

disasters which are inevitable because they have destroyed the environment. There are also man
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vs. animal conflicts when humans detest some kinds of animals. 4) Man vs. superstition conflicts
refer to the situations when humans have conflicts against ghosts or superstitious figures caused
by the beliefs inherited from generation to generation. Such conflicts reflect the problems of Thai
people’s ways of living that are facing the advancement of the changing society.

The analysis shows that there are eight solutions to the conflicts in Chor Koraket short
stories in 2010. The eight solutions are as follows; 1) Asking for help. A character asks for help
from those who have knowledge and experience. 2) Committing a suicide. When hopeless, a
character commits a suicide to escape from the problem. 3) Talking. A character uses reasonable
talk relevant to the problematic situation. 4) Seeking for assistance or using something else in
place of the other one such as things, persons, animals, or religions. 5) Seeking shelter from
religion is to use religion as a tool to pacify the character’s mind and relieve the problem.
6) Accepting means to accept the factual condition without argument. 7) Keeping silent is the
situation where a character neither fights nor argues. 8) Taking action on his/her own refers to the
situation when a character resolves the problem independently or without support from anyone
else. Such resolutions show that when humans face problems in life, they will find a way out to

relieve the stress and hardship as well as to achieve their goal.
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