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THE REFLECTION OF THAI LOCAL SOCIETY IN NOVEL SERIES ‘FAH HOM DIN’

LIU GUOXIU 616119
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze reflections of Thai rural society in ‘Fah Hom Din’ novel
series. To sort out the problems in Thai rural society and their solutions were the main target of
the study. Five titles of the series were studied, including Nam-hom-din; Seu-long-waree; Phayu;
Nog-gong-phleng; and Mu-dor-Tu-wor.

The research found two aspects of ways of life of Thai rural people, including the
traditional and the modern. For the traditional way of life, people lived in simple wooden houses
with natural surroundings. Agriculture was their career and provided them food. Bicycles were
generally used. Social traditions, like the annual regatta or the funeral, caused social contacts of
joy or sympathy. It was noticeable that Buddhist Thai funeral seemed simpler than the Muslim
one which spent more money. However, the Muslims have their annual fast which cultivates their
tolerance. On the contrary, the modern way of life, people constructed big houses with walls and
garages. Natural surroundings were encroached by buildings. Nuclear families were increased, and
family heads played major roles in the family. Family members were closely connected and
devoted. Education was increasingly important, and rural students dreamed to study in universities.

For problems and solutions in Thai rural society, the studied novels reflected five areas of
problems, including 1) family problems, relating to conflicts between family members; deserted
elders; and divided living of family members. 2) Living conditions, including the environment;
problems of health and treatment; and poverty. 3) Education problems, dealing with insufficient
schools and teachers; the low esteem of education of rural people, causing the stop of schooling.
4) The unrest in three southern border provinces. 5) The conflicts of Thai Muslim people. For the
solutions, two presented ways were noticed, including 1) the coordination of local people by
enhancing their moral qualities of gratitude; tolerance; diligence; generosity and public assistance.

2) The governmental support by providing public areas with fair rules or regulations.

Keywords: reflections, Thai rural society, ‘Fah Hom Din’ novel series
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