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THE ANALYSIS OF ZHUANGZU FOLK SONGS

LU XIAOSONG 596067
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, PH.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the lyrics of Zhuangzu folk songs that translated
into Thai and analyze reflections of its society shown in the lyrics. One hundred
Zhuangzu folk songs, from published texts and websites accessible through the
internet, were studied.

The research found that Zhuangzu folk songs could be sorted into six groups,
which were: 1) Love songs, of young lovers and of folks for their indigenous
traditions; 2) Cultural songs, relating to Zhuangzu wedding ceremony and joy in the
singing festival; 3) Working songs, describing lives and careers of Zhuangzu folks;
4) Songs of the nature, reflecting the natural surroundings of Zhuangzu folks who
lived simple and peaceful lives; 5) Songs of compliant and irony, showing the bravery
of folks reacting to the vice authority; and 6) Dialogue songs, mostly relating to love
of youths usually sung during working or in the annual singing festival.

Regarding to reflections of Zhuangzu society, the analysis could be grouped into
five areas, which were: 1) Ways of living, almost was agricultural life style; 2) Social
status, being observed that the rich was regarded higher than the poor and male
higher than female; 3) Social culture, showing beliefs in gods of the nature and
traditions related to folk songs; 4) Inter-personal relationships, reflected that kind and
generous folks were corrupted by the magnates and treated as slaves; and
5) Personalities of members of the society, generally Zhuangzu people were diligent,
brave, and fighters against injustice. The researcher expected that all findings would
be useful in the promotion of good understanding and relationship between Thai

and Zhuangzu people.

Keywords: analysis; folk song; Zhuangzu tribe
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