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REFLECTION OF THAI SOCIETY IN AWARD-WINNING SHORT STORIES
AT THAI NATIONAL BOOK FAIRS DURING 2013 - 2014

WANG DAN 566107
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aims to analyze social reflection from the short stories that won
the National Book Fair year during 2013- 2014 and to analyze the influence of short
stories to the readers by analyzing short stories in 8 books

The results showed that the short stories have demonstrated the social conditions
in five areas: 1) Conditions of living; the living circumstance in city is quite well, clean,
and comfortable while in the countryside has a wide area for housing, people spend
time freely, stay close to nature, and the travelling is convenient. Thai people have a
variety of occupations which usually related to the condition and quality of life. 2) Relationship;
the relationship among the family members depends on the family condition while
friends and working fellows help support each other. Lovers or couples often make
life support for each other. 3) Lifestyle of youths, Thai youths look endurance, strength,
and have ambitions for living independently even though they have some information age
challenges as found in many countries, for instant, profanity spoken words and
pornography. 4) Culture; Thailand has beliefs about the divine while some women’s
opinion have changed from dedicating life for love to for being wealthy. 5) Politics; The
conflicts arisen from the political issues still remain in society.

The research discovers the influences of short stories in five values: 1) Morality;
the stories enhance people be diligently and generous. 2) Manner; the stories urge
people to work with perseverance and get ready to face the difficulties in life. 3) Family,
the stories support the tight knit among the family member and make them put the
family as very important aspect, and do the task with responsibility. 4) Logical thinking; the
stories help youths to see love logically and make right decision which type of love is
in right or wrong conditions and directs men to have good practice to their own lover.
5) Animal care; the stories encourage people to respect animal life as human life and
take care of them as friends or family members.

Keywords: Social Reflection, Thai society, Thai National Book Fair award
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