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REFLECTIONS OF THAI SOCIETY IN SEA WRITE AWARDED NOVELS IN 2003-2018

WEI' WANLU 616050
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze reflections of Thai society in six SEA Write
awarded novels in 2003 - 2018 in order to observe social problems and solutions
shown in the novels. Research findings were reported as a descriptive analysis.

For reflections of Thai society, two aspects —the rural and the urban- were
found. 1) The rural society — describing simple ways of life surrounded by the nature;
low economy; lacking of formal education children; patriarchal family; superstitious
beliefs; and faith in Buddhism. And 2) the urban society — portraying living in limited
spaces, like in apartments; high knowledge-required professions; good economy;
broad educational chances for children; senior-oriented family; beliefs in ghosts,
spirits, and angels.

Regarding social problems and solutions, they were presented accordingly to
the areas, as well. 1) Rural problems - lacking parental cares children; infidelities of
parents; violence in families; poverty; uneducated children; illiterate adults; sambling;
prostitutes; immoral practices, like dishonest or irresponsible. The suggested
solutions focused on the authorities and seniors in the family. And 2) urban
problems — including infidelities; prostitutes; kidnapping; and personal confinements.

No solution suggested was noticed.

Keywords: reflections of Thai society, SEA Write awarded novels, social problems
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