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THE BELIEFS AND THE RITUALS OF TIGER GOD SHRINE
IN THAI SOCIETY : CASE STUDY IN BANGKOK

YANG HAIYAN 616102
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: IMTHIRA ONKAM, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the beliefs and ritual of Tiger God shrine in Thai
society. The research was qualitative research by collecting field data from in-depth
interview 32 people in Giant swing's Tiger God shrine and Bang Wa Tiger God shrine
including studying the documentation and observing. The research's result was
presented in descriptive analysis.

The research found that in both Tiger God Shrine there were 5 beliefs clearly
shown: wish for prestige in career; wish for baby among infertility people; wish for good
health to recover from illness; wish for prosperity in business and wish for success in
studying. The mentioned beliefs created 6 rituals. 1) On 15" of Chinese calendar, there
was the ritual to pray for baby 2) Tiger God’s Birthday was the thanksgiving ceremony
3) Tiger God Parade by inviting the Tiger God and deities in the shrine during the
Vegetarian Festival. 4) Prayer and candlelit ceremonies as a remembrance of the Tiger
God and the Gods of Tao 5) Loy Krathong was a merit making for those who have
passed away and 6) Feeding the Hungry Ghost festival was a day to give alms to the
needy whish was considered as a big merit making of Tiger God shrines. In conclusion;
nowadays, at Tiger God shrines, people still believe and practice various rituals every
year. Both Tiger God Shrines were the sacred places where could clearly reflect the

integration of Thai-Chinese culture in Thai society.

Keywords: Belief, Rituals, Tiger God, Thai society.
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