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ABSTRACT

Folktale is one of the most important categories in Dai-Thai folklore. Both of these two
nationality people love their stories. Folktales are a kind of composite experiences about their racial
cultures and at the same time, folktales are true miniatures of these two kinds of lives and dreams.
So the comparisons and researches between Dai and Thai are the right subjects to reveal the most
original culture factors, and at the same time can theoretically explain the reason of the differences
and similarities in the transnational mainstream culture and further more to clear the connections
and developments of the culture events in these two national folktales.

Originally, Dai and Thai have the same courses before, no matter in a long period time
they were under two different political systems and are quite far from each other. Both of them now
are still keeping many similar cultural characteristics such as religion ceremony customs, holidays,
and moral philosophies, etc. But as the time flew, other cultures and religions permeated in. As a
result, multi-cultural system occurred. This essay will present many Dai-Thai folktales not only to
expose the differences in two countries and their cultures but also to research the connections
between Dai and Thai folktales with their relative events. It mainly expounds the reasons those
made the historical cultural distinctions. And further more to refine their unique connotation and

value for both Dai and Thai nationalities.

Keywords:  Dai-That nationalities; folklore; religion; culture; influence
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