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ABSTRACT

China is a large country with resources in abundance. It has had a long history, and
preserved plenty of age-old cultural heritage. Among this so-called cultural heritage, traditional
folklore is by far the most outstanding fruit, especially the legend of “The White Serpent”. This
legend has been regarded as one of the four most famous traditional stories of China with long-
standing history. It has got profound content that leaves a great impression on folks. This
legend was originated during The Song Dynasty in and around cities of Hangzhou, Suzhou and
Zhenjiang. It was told that a female white snake demon had practiced for years to attain
immortality, eventually she was able to disguise herself in a human form, and lastly fell in love
with an ordinary man. The story reflects social environments and people’s ways of lives at the
time. It also depicts customs and traditions, social and moral etiquette, as well as traditional
cultures in all aspects. And although it has been described in words and written literature for
about eight hundred years now, “The White Serpent” is still a living legend without falling
into a decline.

From ancient time until today, Thailand is a country full of mystery and myth. There have
been lots of tales and stories about ghosts and spirits. “Nang Nak” is a story about ghosts and
can be dubbed as “The White Serpent” in Thai version. This story was originated about a
hurdred years ago in the reign of King Rama the Fourth (also known as King Mongkut).
During that time, Thailand was still under monarchy ruling and slavery also existed. Science

and systematic learning in all aspects were not up to the standard. Folks tended to be



superstitious and believed in power of magic, as well as ghosts and spirits. In the meantime,
people were deeply attached to Buddhism. At the time, Buddhism had pretty strong influences
on Thai people as a whole, and Thai temples generally served as social and religious centers for
the people.

Both the legends of “The White Serpent” and “Nang Nak” have long been well-known
traditional folklore of China and Thailand. Each of them has portrayed pictures depicting love
and passion between a demon and a gentleman, also between a ghost and a common man,
reflecting the essence of love and loyalty from spiritual figures, as well as the desire of a human
being when he is still alive. Meanwhile, these two folk stories have illustrated the people’s
ways of lives at that time, the social and moral etiquette, representing the spirit of Thai-Chinese
traditional cultures from the two nations.

This thesis employs a comparative study approach in making the analysis. It has focused on
the legend of the White Serpent in the form of television series with 30 episodes in length, and
the ghost story of Nang Nak in the form of Thai movie, both of which are new reproductions. It
would profoundly study and analyze the similarities and differences, as well as the background
of the two legends. It would also touch on the images of characters inside the stories which
have had things in common, and look into the stories if there have been developments and
improvements when reproduced in the forms of television series and movies. In addition, it
would study to reflect the view of love, the belief in ghosts and spirits, moral and
righteousness, as well as religious values of people from the two nations.

This thesis divides into three main chapters. The first chapter analyzes the historic
background of the traditional stories namely “The White Serpent” and “Nang Nak” by looking
into details from mere folklore of The White Serpent until it was transformed into a television
series, and also from a legendary ghost story of Nang Nak until it entered the movie
presentation. The study emphasizes the cause of tragedies and summarizes the influence
derived during the time of feudal ruling. The second chapter compares the similarities and
differences of respective characters from the two folk stories by making researches in the view
of love, the belief in ghosts and spirits as well as the principles of morality, social etiquette and

cultural aspects of religion. The third chapter analyzes and differentiates the religious attitudes



reflected in the folk stories of “The White Serpent” and “Nang Nak” by studying the art of

presentations and the cultural value profoundly hidden in the play and the movie themselves.

Keyword: The White Serpent; Nang Nak; modern-day deductive reasoning;

feudal etiquette code; Buddhism; the view of love
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