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RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS OF CHINESE AND THAI ANIMAL
PROVERBS FOR TEACHING PURPOSES

XIE YANZHE 576067
MASTER OF ARTS (TEACHING CHINESE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: LI CHAO, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

China is a close neighbour to Thailand and both countries have enjoyed good
bilateral ties. Due to recent hike in commerce and tourism between both countries,
more Thais are taking up Chinese language classes and vice verse. However, cultural,
background and lifestyle differences between both countries have influence the way
students from both countries to interpret proverbs based on their mother tongue.
Mankind and animals are both important components of mother nature, and both
helps to maintain the habitat balance on this planet. Based on evolution history,
animals existed before mankind even though mankind have always been on the
highest level on the evolution chain. From this, we can conclude that humans are
directly dependent on animals for their daily needs. For example, animals have
provided our lives with vast material resources thanks to mother nature.

Due to the difference in Thai and Chinese background, thinking, culture,
feelings and mindset towards animals, there is a gap in how Thai and Chinese
proverbs are defined and interpreted. This gap reflects the uniqueness of
multicultural societies which is the reason why thai students are easily baited
towards using their mother tongue to interpret animal proverbs. The transcript uses
the comparison of animals to explain the difference in the culture, background and
history to analyse the basis for research. For us researchers, we hope that the studies
of these animals will allow us to have a deeper understanding on the cultural impact
in our way of life, through our understanding of animal proverbs, and use this

knowledge to strengthen the ties between both countries.

Keywords: Animal idiom, Comparative, Cultural connotation, Teaching practice
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