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ABSTRACT

This study aims to investigate the compliment responses strategies employed
by Myanmar in the United States of America (MA), the Republic of Singapore (MS)
and the Republic of the Union of Myanmar (MM) under Kachru’s Three Concentric
Circles of English and to observe the similar and different use of strategies among
three groups of Myanmar. A Discourse Completion Test is used as a research instrument,
composed of 9 scenarios was distributed to three groups of 45 Myanmar participants
in total to collect data.

The study revealed that all three groups of Myanmar mostly accept the
compliments. Individually, MA is the highest in accepting compliments while MM is
the highest group in rejecting, evading and giving any response. Lastly, MS is the
highest in using non-verbal responses. The findings show that three strategies,
“Returning Compliment”, “Question Accuracy” and “Request Reassurance” are used
similarly by all participants. On the other hand, there are altogether six strategies,
“Appreciation Token”, “Agreeing Utterance”, “Disagreeing Utterance” Downgrading
Qualifying Utterance”, “Informative Comment” and “Non-Verbal Response” are
differently employed by the participants. Three strategies, “Challenging Sincerity”,
“Shift Credit” and “No Response” are regarded as special strategies that are
unusually found in a few cases. This study aims to help people understand and learn
more about Myanmar people and their use of compliment responses strategies
which reflect Myanmar cultural and social value and to grease social harmony in

communication with Myanmar people.

Keywords: Compliments, Compliment Responses Strategies (CRS), World Englishes,

Kachru’s Three Concentric Circles of English, Myanmar
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