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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF DEMONSTRATIVES BETWEEN CHINESE
AND THAI FURTHEMORE THE STRUCTURE
IN TEACHING CHINESE

ZHANG XU 606029
MASTER OF ARTS (TEACHING CHINESE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: XIAO YU, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Demonstratives are one of the commonly used words in daily life. At the same
time, in the study of the difference between Chinese and Thai, the difference between
demonstratives is also a part that has to be mentioned. After reviewing CNKI, this
paper finds that Chinese scholars have carried out a lot of detailed and in-depth
research on Chinese demonstratives. However, there are very few studies on Thai
demonstratives, and only one literature has made a comparative study of Chinese-Thai
demonstratives. Therefore, this thesis uses Chinese demonstratives and Thai
demonstratives as the research object. By referring to the Chinese-Thai language
demonstratives ontology, based on analyzing the corpus, it analyzes and summarizes
the Chinese-Thai demonstratives from the perspectives of semantics, pragmatics, and
grammar. The following conclusions are different from those of other scholars:

Semantically, although the Thai demonstratives are divided into restricted
(modified) demonstratives and pronouns, in some special cases, the restricted
(modified) demonstratives can be used as a pronoun. At the same time, the Thai
demonstratives are the same as the Chinese demonstratives; they are also semantically
blurred. In addition, in spoken language, Thai demonstratives can be used in the
second person.

Keywords: Thai languages, demonstratives, compare
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John Lyons and Charles J. Fillmore define the demonstratives: “Demonstratives
represent the reference and positioning of people, things, events, processes, and
behaviors involved in discourse, which need to be clarified by the relational context
caused by verbal behaviors and the participants (speakers and listeners)”. John Lyons
also divides the demonstratives into demonstratives pronouns, demonstratives
determiner, and demonstratives adverbs according to the grammatical role of the
demonstratives in syntax.

John Lyons 11 Charles J. Fillmore 54871 K 1€ X “Fa7~inl fr&on )i
EHYW AN P FE R AT E AL, FEBEET NS
FO(BEE S Wb GRS B SR B A . 7 1 John Lyons I AR $5 F8 7 1 7E
FREFEVEME R, fEHERIA A T #57-4%3A  (demonstratives pronouns )« $87~
253 (demonstratives determiner) F15 7~ (demonstratives adverbs)

Meanwhile, in Demonstratives, the editor sets three criteria for demonstratives
pronouns: “specific syntactic functions, specific pragmatic functions, and specific
semantic features”. In addition, according to the different languages, the
demonstratives in each language are classified into two categories: one is proximal
deixis and distal deixis; the other is proximal deixis, medial deixis and distal deixis.

FIFER), 76 Demonstratives) 157, 4 stéafinidE F T =i,
“HBARRANEDIRE . A BAKRE F DY REANE A E I TE SURFIE . BRIZ A,



AR &AME T AR, AENE S PR R s e sin s i e,
RPN

Bihler divides the demonstratives into three categories in Deictic Field and
Deixis: space deixis, time deixis and person deixis.

Bihler 7£ (Deictic Field andDeixis) H{EFE/Ria7r =K, FAFE/RE. I
EE NN /€ =P Eil

B HMESIEX. 5. DR ALGR

In Thai Reference Grammar the Structure of Spoken Thai, James Higbie and
Snea Thinsan divide the demonstratives in Thai language into two groups depending
on the different tones: the falling tones are pronouns and the rising tones are modifiers
(pro-predicate and pro-adverb). Meanwhile, it is pointed out that in the group of
modifiers, there are three demonstratives according to the different demonstrative
distance: 4 (proximal deixis), t (medial deixis) and 11y (distal d deixis). In addition,
it is also pointed out that the Thai demonstratives can be followed with quantifiers and
nouns.

James Higbie 1 Snea Thinsan 7£ {Thai Reference Grammar The Structure of
Spoken Thai) 1, #R#E S RIAR, ERIERFEREE T A, —HPEREAN
K&, —HIHEPR S FOFIRAREITD . 3 B8 H R E MRS X —4H
b, AR R B R R, =AM § GERD. du Ol A1 T GEHD
bRtz Ab, iEtE 7 FRIE SR s ] J5 T AT DR & A AN 4 ]

Richard B. Noss also points out in Thai Reference Grammar: due to the different
tones, Thai demonstratives can be divided into two groups, and each group is divided
into three demonstratives based on the differences in distance meanings. However, in
Thai Reference Grammar, Richard B. Noss only points out that Thai demonstratives
can be used as modifiers and mainly used to supplement subjects, predicates, and
objects. In addition, he also includes the interrogative pronoun lwu and the quantifier
\Ae into the demonstratives.

Richard B. Noss £ {Thai Reference Grammar) 1 [A#£46 H, KA A
7, RiGHE R WA, RAPRIEE s BN, 58 T =AM ERE. A
it £ (Thai Reference Grammar) 1, Richard B. Noss R #& H Z81EF8 7~ i 7] LAE Ry
ARG, IANAZRIETR I ) EEH T E IR E M BN AN . BRI LR,
Richard B. Noss i 4%5¢ A4 ] Tuu A& wea R T 8710 4



In A Reference Grammar of Thai, Shoichiiwasaki and Preeyalngkaphiro point
out that Thai demonstratives are divided into two groups according to the differences
in grammatical function: 1, Yfuand Twuwith the function of pronoun,ﬁ,ﬁ?uand Tuwith
the function of modifier. In addition, Shoichiiwasaki and Preeyalngkaphiro also point
out that according to the difference in the space scope of the speaker, the two group of
demonstratives are divided into proximal demonstratives, medial demonstratives and
distal demonstratives, and the tone differences between the two group of
demonstratives are pointed out.

Shoichi iwasaki #1 Preeya Ingkaphirom 7t (A Reference Grammar of Thai)
FIRERAR 7, iR TE LD Re ERER, 08 T WA, BRI
A T s A0 Tadu DU B IEHE ThAERG T Ty A o Bt 41, Shoichi iwasaki
F1 Preeya Ingkaphirom i fi5H, #RIEUGES RV R _E A2 55, e 5~ 18 4R
N TR, mARFIRAE. JF HARH T R AR s ] A S ZE A

In Text Deixis, John Lyons points out: “Demonstratives have two basic functions:
one is direct deixis, indicating the objective entity presented in the conversation
scenario; the other is anaphora, indicating the object mentioned above.”

John Lyons 7£ (Text Deixis) H48H “48/mia AW NEEADRE: 1D HiR, 148
INRIETE S PRI RS 2) [Bl4E, e ESCiRBIRIx 57

BT NG

AR BRI, A 4R ] T T A5G T b [ B R T AT, H [ A
FENNEX FR /R 1E IO 5T, BUAR 1 AN AR . BRI T 08 07 W48 s 1 B 72K 35
DUE IR S 1 B 2 25 IR T LU o8 B4R/ iRl S5 0, Bl e LeRe i€ 1 FR s 1] 251
AT AT, R LA SRS FE R, BEFH)Tor 800, W FER A2 . HREM
Kk, WHRBCRAE L. MGk, EARLER=, X &
TR XS LU TR, SRz b

e DL R AME 2 F 0 POE AR R T AR B F R s 1A T ORE IR AL, LS T
FHARI R o BN FI AT R, HUHR S — T R AR OCH) /8, XLt
F RS SRR I BRI AT, A HARAE B FR R TR T, A LA TR
T Z B EL G 7 1] R0 EERIE T o A B0 IR FR s 1O EURIE TR, B A N %
FE A FE 0 R AR 2 SCH R “ TRt R, ROAABIM SR, R g — et
X ZRIE AL E BIXF LU FT . BT L, MO8 TR IR SR BB FT, BERT PAY 78 SCHk 53
B NS S BASRBIE TR T B, AT AR DS AN 28 s el A5 o i) 57 ) A
AMETRT AFE AR ZR DB 2R & S AT W BER Z [ A 2 ST 30, e N 2R B
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SR, 2R AR AT XA (R 108, 38 2R . s

152, BB AL =2, REAIEIE. CAEED

45



153, G LARTIX ATRIR T o CEAEMESD

154, MBI 4 Z W HE, AL 7. CREESD

155, N FIR—ARA A B R E—ARB S BE IR 4, 5AZER G RAA T
%o (HSK iERHE)
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AR FHIETRI “X A2 filf) 154 H, BB R B U0TE s 77, Bt AR
HILHRH) “Xa2”. 5] 155 Hh, “HF—AL” Nz T “ E—4" 1, Brid
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