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PATTERNS AND BELIEFS OF THAI TALISMAN PAINTINGS AMONG CHINESE PEOPLE
IN THAILAND AND PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

LIU QIN 636047
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: TEERACHOOT KERDKEAW, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study patterns of Thai talisman paintings and an analysis of beliefs
about Thai talisman paintings of Chinese people in Thailand and China. This research was a
qualitative research that examines data from documents, in-depth interview and presented the
research results by descriptive and analytical methods.

The results showed that the methods of talisman paintings include Chinese ink tattoo
and oil tattoo. The equipment used in the tattooing of the Chinese talisman is mainly the
traditional tattoo needle. But due to the increasing number of Chinese tattooists, as a result,
some tattoo masters switched to using electric tattoo machine needles. There are three types of
tattooed talisman patterns: Sacred forms such as Buddha images, Character patterns and ciphers
talisman such as row ciphers talisman and a combination of talisman paintings, such as sacred
patterns combined with various characters and appearances. The most popular color for tattooing
was black according to Thai tattoo traditions and red according to the belief that it was the
fortune of the Chinese themselves. As for the belief in Thai talisman paintings found five aspects
namely: fortune, mercy, protection, health, and the power of negative talisman. The aim of the
Chinese people to choose a Thai talisman has two things: to hold the mind and to meet their
own needs, such as, to get a fortune etc. There were two factors that change beliefs: Internal
factors such as thoughts, education, failure to achieve the expected results from talisman
patterns and external factors such as family pressures, people in society, social rules, the cost of
talisman paintings were high and epidemic or contagious disease. The consequences of talisman
paintings were found in two things: The positive effect was that it helps generate income for
many operators and related parties. Help inherit and disseminate Thai culture and promote
tourism in Thailand. Negative results are caused by Thai talisman paintings business operators
wanting to reduce costs. Therefore, recruiting a tattoo artist who was not qualified to Thai
talisman paintings. This caused some Chinese people to loosen their beliefs and look at Thai

talisman paintings in a negative image.

Keywords: Thai talisman pattern, Belief, Thai talisman paintings, Chinese group
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