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JOSS PAPER : BELIEFS AND CHANGES OF THAI-CHINESE PEOPLE
IN CHAROEN CHAI COMMUNITY, YAOWARAT AREA, BANGKOK

LU XIAOHUI' 626033
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: IMTHIRA ONKAM, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study Joss Paper Pattern, beliefs and the inheritance
contained in the Joss Paper of Thai-Chinese people in Charoen chai Thai-Chinese
Community in Yaowarach area, Bangkok and Analysis of changed in beliefs about Joss
Paper that appeared in Thai society today. This research was a qualitative research.
Research data was collected by in depth interviewing of forty informants. The researchers
conducted data collection using in-depth interviews with a Purposive sampling and
Accidental sampling of 40 people.

The research found that Patterns of Joss Paper in the past were relevant to
Chinese traditional beliefs. However, nowadays the making of sacred paper was adjusted to
modern ideas. Beliefs related to Joss Paper were used in two rituals: 1) Social
ceremonies include: Chinese New Year; Qingming Festival; Chinese Mid-Year; and Full
Moon Festival. All 4 rituals were held in accordance with Chinese festivals and are
very important to Thai-Chinese people. 2) Life rituals include: funeral ceremony
(Kong Tek Ceremony), anniversaries of the dead and making sacrifice for gods.
These rituals were closely related to the way of life of Thai-Chinese people in
Yaowarat area. Although Thai-Chinese people still inherit the culture of using Joss
Paper to the present. But there has been a change in beliefs caused by 2 factors: 1)
Internal factors were family members. marriage with foreigners other religion and
attitudes of the new generation. 2) External factors were economic conditions,
environment, education, and the adoption of other cultures. All of these factors
have resulted in a shift in traditional beliefs. However, Joss Paper has continued to be
inherited and distributed. Joss Paper was still one of the offerings on the altar table
of the Chinese descendants and Thai-Chinese people that cannot be missing from the

past to the present.

Keywords: Joss paper, beliefs, changes, Charoenchai Thai-Chinese Community
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