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BELIEFS AND RITUALS OF CHAOPHORPHRAPHLOENG SHRINE IN THAI SOCIETY :
A CASE STUDY OF THONBURI SIDE

LIAO CAICHUN 636015
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: IMTHIRA ONKHAM, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study beliefs and Rituals of the Chaophorphraphloeng Shrine in
Thonburi District, Bangkok and to analyze the role of beliefs and rituals related to
Chaophorphraphloeng Shrine on Thai society. It was a qualitative research that studies data from
documents. By using the method of collecting data from documents, participant and non-
participant observation In-depth interviews were used from a sample group of 30 people in the
Chaophorphraphloeng Shrine in Bukkhalo and Talatphlu areas, and presented the results by
descriptive analysis.

The results showed that the Chaophorphraphloeng Shrine in Bukkhalo area is a shrine that
is more than 90 years old and brought idols from the People's Republic of China. The
Chaophorphraphloeng Shrine in Talatphlu area was built by villagers and the idol of
Chaophorphraphloeng was brought from the Shrine of Bukkhalo area. These two shrines had 5
beliefs: safety, success, health, family and child support. Those who believed in the
Chaophorphraphloeng will participated in the ritual of the year : eye opening ceremony, tea
ceremony, moon worship day, Vegetarian Festival, The Chaophorphraphloeng Parade and Chinese
New Year. Those who participated in the ritual believed that they could ask for blessings directly
from the Chaophorphraphloeng. For this reason, the two communities continued to carry on their
beliefs and rituals to this day. Although society has changed by various factors, namely: The
prosperity of the community, economy, society and including the change of directors of the shrine.
However, these 2 shrines still play a role in Thai society as well. 1) Psychological role, Shrines are
spiritual anchors for believers. by instilling morals and ethics in life. 2) Social role, the presence of
the shrine creates unity within the internal and external communities and contributes to society.
3) Economic role, generate income for the people in the community and promote historical
tourism. 4) Cultural role, there was a diffusion and blending of Thai-Chinese culture and beliefs
harmoniously. Therefore, the succession of the beliefs of Chaophorphraphloeng in both places can

continue to exist.

Keywords: Beliefs, Rituals, Chaophorphraphloeng Shrine, Thai society
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