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CORPUS-BASED STUDY ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF MEANING ITEMS IN MODERN
CHINESE “CATTLE SHEEP WOLF SILK-WORM” AND TEACHING METHODS
OF CHINESE AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

MENG LINGBAO 566031
MASTER OF ARTS (TEACHING CHINESE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: LI SHICHUN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Based on the corpus technical method, we took four characters, “Niu”,

» 143 » “

“Yang”, “Lang”, “Can”, as the object of our study, presented the distribution of the
four items in the modern Chinese language and proposed suggestions to the
description of these four characters and relevant word-collection in the
Contemporary Chinese Dictionary (the sixth edition).We also designed different
teaching methods to the teaching of animal characters, hoping to make contributions
to the Chinese teaching for foreigners .

There are four parts in this article. The first part is Introduction, to recall the
development history of Chinese lexicography and the importance of corpus
technology in lexicography, and summarize the status of monosyllabic animal
characters in modern Chinese.

The second part is from the second chapter to the fifth chapter. In this part
we presented the distribution of the four characters in the modern Chinese language,
and proposed modification suggestions of them in Contemporary Chinese Dictionary.

The third part is the sixth chapter. According to the findings of the second
part, we proposed that when teaching monosyllabic animal words with multi-

»

meanings, such as “Niu”, “Yang”, “Lang”, “Can”, we can take a proper order to
teach the meanings, according to the frequency in this article.
The fourth part is conclusion, summarizing the main contents of the article

and illustrating the limitation of this study.

Keywords: Corpus, Animal characters, Distribution of meaning items,

Teaching methods for foreigners.
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WAL . @ . AR R A AR,  (BURBUEME ) AT

B B BRI ERY, PRI X — D FRRAE, Al A iR B
(2) (PUBKTII) 5T = A b, 78 SCBHCE L = i

A, X OF ANz —, 5 R kT AR. @
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3.2.2 FBISETMIREXT “sheep” HUFEN

1o (CCREsbracifm ) B 8 O

noun. % 1]

(Dan animal with a thick coat ,kept on farms for its meator its wool —F £ 1R J&
B, BRFRIERIG N T R NS E.

DM >Jif

@like sheep: MERFE—FERIANIRZ S0 52 2 NFENTEL S 32N AN

2. (R T XU ] $)

noun. % ]

(Dan animal that eats grass,grows a woolly fleece on its back and sides, is closely
related to goats ¥, 477,

(2a meek, unimaginative person, or one who is easily led {ENTAT A ; 1H554
5y Z NABATHIN

3. (ETOKAE Rl g AR 1)

noun %4 ]

(Dan animal kept by farmers for its wool or meat. The male sheep is called a ram

and the female is a ewe. A young sheep is called a lamb. Meat from a young sheep is

called lamb and from an older sheep is called mutton. =; 4f=F.
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e CIRARDOE 7 2T ia] #) 2 H fAS I
4.2.2 TIBZEC IR ELXS “wolf” BYFENX

1o (PE P oeiEia i) B 8 il

Noun 4 1]

(Da large wild animal of the dog family, that lives and hunts in groups. Jk

Verb Z/iA]

(Dto eat food very quickly, especially by putting a lot of it in your mouth at once.
TRAF PRI o

2. (R R B T XU 1] i)

Noun % 1]

(Da large wild animal that is similar to a dog and that often hunts in groups.J

@lto eat (something)very quickly Wz Z FEAR TR, JRAFFEA

3. (TR Rl DO ] )

Noun 4 1#]

(Da wild animal similar to a large dog that lives in groups. Ji

@to eat something very quickly 1z AR PHIR PR, TRAFEMA .

4, gk
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FNZARPEP . (HAERIR ERA AR (G K0 m P o DG ) > 7 s

I
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