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COMPARISON OF CHINESE AND THAI PROVERBS WITH WORDS
DESCRIBING ANIMALS IN THE TWELVE ZODIACS
AND TEACHING CHINESE FOR FOREIGNERS

KORAKOCH SOONSUN 586033
MASTER OF ARTS (CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHING)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: XIONG ZHU, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

The Twelve Zodiacs are well known in China, Thailand and East Asia. They are
used to represent the year and the birth year of a person. The Twelve Zodiacs are
twelve kinds of animals, namely, rat, cow, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, goat,
monkey, chicken, dog and pig.

In Thailand, big snake or the Great Naga is used as a symbol of Year of the
Dragon. This is because originally Thai people had no belief in dragon as Chinese
people. But they have absorbed this culture later. In addition, Vietnam has received
the Twelve Zodiacs culture from China. So, Vietnamese people use ‘cat’ as a symbol
of Year of the Rabbit due to ‘rabbit’ uses the word UI4F (mao nian). The word Y[ is
pronounced like the word ‘cat’ Jffi (mdo). Thus, Vietnamese people use cat as a as a
symbol of the Year of Rabbit. As a result, it indicates that in addition to a short
message with implied meaning of proverbs, it also conceals beliefs, doctrines,
traditions, cultures, or ways of life into proverbs. This can help those who study
about proverbs learn these things simultaneously.

Learning proverbs about the Twelve Zodiacs is quite difficult for foreigners
and those who learn Chinese. Also, many proverbs are mostly used wrongly.
Therefore, the research conducted the comparative study by data collection two
books in both Chinese language (R AialdL, HHTIEITH 2016. 7 EHEI) and
Thai language {Thai Proverbs Dictionary (ZEiF1aH) ) The research results
indicate that Chinese and Thai proverbs are both similar and different. The Twelve
Zodiacs animals are used in comparisons with similar meanings. Chinese proverbs use
the Twelve Zodiacs animals in comparisons, but Thai proverbs use other kinds of
animals or do not mention about them at all. But the meanings of proverbs are
identical or similar. Thai proverbs use the Twelve Zodiacs animals, but Chinese
proverbs do not use or mention about them at all. But the meanings of proverbs are
identical or similar. The contents of the books also insert various traditions and
cultures about the Twelve Zodiacs including suggestions to use the Twelve Zodiacs
proverbs to apply to the instruction.

Keywords: The Twelve Zodiacs, Chinese language, Thai language, proverb, teaching
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TR K BRI T, REEBDTHEES” o ARBAET, £
BT RR 2 E A AR+ A B S TR .

EZRE, W22 e A Sc g, RE AR HEG - ZAE,
R R E AR DOERGEMBIERIES, AR+ A Hsha <
R, ENFERETEERGMALUE, i ssoymeiigadih manafigadau (2
SEIE T, RPREMA) , BEBMDH, HARAL. sodosenind (231K
MR, FEE L, willewdefnln (WIFRENEE) , WRHRKE ., Tnedouasn
CCERME) L TOERME, wnnvanligiu GTEAIERD |, FT8RE. &%,

MR A E S BB AT R 2, BATTRETR 2E B E 2P Z R
ERIFAK, HandEmiE “Guolanneile (REHZEL KA 7 5IGERGE
COPRFRET R, FH DUOR RIS A YRE B R N PEE L, X AE SR A
WAHE, FRIRRI SR ARG XS R o GF EEBE R e A0, A A & R
XA G S 2 [ M R AR AR, AR IR R AR B J 1R
BhfiA . BeAh, R E A A R T, SRR B R, ARER
KA FEARERDTIH, R EE W DORE IS e mE, REZNE. Bk, H38AD
5 21 o [ B B I F HORBEAT X LU s BOE g S R, A, tRehigim
SR T E R B AREAETE R, AR AT RUBE L SCA 5 T R I

MR, BAT T A S OB R & H IR N TI2 M, RERE I 22 R BAE £ — 4
R € RS AR B AR RIB R, A2 a2 1 . P E A 2R [ 2
A& FECWAERNRE, PRALZ -MHEMFERNES, Eg KL
KFEITREF, TR T A AT G KU ST A5 (R [ PR i K 2 A 5 TR RE
B, EFBL TR ERM AR EARAETR. Bk, Z2HESC TS
YAT R, Rl A s Wi



=\ BIREX

“RGE” AR POERTL w2 YT RS R T R R[] E e T B
a), HEBRENEWEAL Bk RE—ERE S RS R L
JIE V4 ) RERE HETE 5 2SR MR AR L . AN BOEEERIE R, B RIRIZ
WO SR AL RE P AR SCAE S, o U T LI I i A R TR
R, e “ArPIRJENR Y RO /NN 5, AR, X
RIp AN RE R SCAE S, AR 2 i H AN 58 TE . 5 A2 A BN AE X ]
AR RS, IRA S AR A ISR, . “pny” EEAS
PR IX KR, AN A DR EVE RIS B A . AR AR
SERITEIE FPAE 0, BRI R E RS, ook Bl B B e 5164,
WEARA A E R AR R, HEEA R E NS EE

DUBZRIEH A A BRI A MY RaE, (Ha2, DOERIRIE K2 50
VAT, AUAET L ERDW. EREERX —m b, FEMPUEERA K —
B, ZRBBCAGDOE AR K2 Bl e A il . AEERIERMIEE = I,
BRI o FEXS AMPOESI AR HE T, ORI H 2 I REBOR, 8
B R B Z . R, BRI, 28+ A H BE HEAT X EEAIT 78 1Y
BLfih L, 8 A DGR A E SRR FRIEAT AL S, AR XS ANDUE #
IS, R AR AR SRSAEEE T S, DUYIRT A2 R R K 28 DU
FUEARE AR S SR At LR B R 7R

=. EWSt TSR

KT MY RN . ZERGE BN B K AMMEZUE T 9T, T T faiig I3 44
wmr.

(—) EHABFFBR

T A H B R R R X ) - SR R Y BLARIE N R AR A Sy
A NP L D AR — R e oA BAGR, 3 2Ry, Ak
H S S A2 17 DUR BOE AR E -+ A B a8 5% MRS i RO BAE = SRR

15



FECASI) RTE BT SR BT, P (2007) K FrA B sh R R 1E
WEFAS R, YOIEIE RIS T SR sh VI pis,  w] LU NS IEZE K 570 Rk
PAREF IS ) AR H . SRR (2014) N, AR REA
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FEULH AR H OISO RO, T2t (1994) Fr kg (A HM
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(2013) 73 A MIFSCALZ < il B SCAR R AN S A Lo BRSO+ — A2 H B DLE 5
ERSCAGPIREET THFFE . XE A (2014) FEHARSCH, B (R B i K de )
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IPMT AT T o 25 B X L P A 5 PR SO RAE TR SR AT R [ A% e S Ak 2 Ta] IR R
KW SR AT 2R R B R s midEAT 70 A

g bk, B AR BOE PR RRIR S, B AR A FE .
HR 5238 X B BGE 2 ) T AT X LU 7T, R ER A T BAR R — e
[ JLIRIENY . B AGE . SUILIRSE BT T, e -+ A8 B sh W i ot b
SR AR B0 7 TR R FEE B2
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Xof 2% [ ) s W I VE I 78 7 THT . Jindarat Boonpan’ (2004) 78X (RiBEshY)
BT (The Metaphorical Meaning of Animals in Thai Idiom ) H1, it
ZHEPIEAE AT T BT . T4, BT IRTESNRE BTE . 1B AR H
SSITIIAT T BT .

B 10 28 [ (S V) BRAEREAT T TE 2 4, B0 2 [ X s i HEAT LR RS T
SRR . WEEE - RIAT (20060 75 (I RahP)sis L smt 7o)

ks PGB RGE )RR 7T (D], R EEK2E, 2007.
CThR A, S AMNAE S RGE ZE AT (D], SR ITYE K2, 2014,
Tz R gm. b AR Y BOE M. A RS R AL, 1994:  1-266.

N BOET A S RAERT T (D] . R Ve K2, 2014.
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(A comparative study of Chinese and Thai idiomatic expressions as related to
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(2007) 1 (UEBBAEP ZLEBER R FLY (A comparative study of
Chinese and Thai idiomatic expressions as related to birds) H, XV i 5L pliE Al
TR B RS BRE . I8 77 2N 22 7 DU ACOCA NI4T T BF9E . Monlurdee
saema' (2007) KA T X LLBF A 1, RICER BE HH AR 1 () BGE 57 (A1 L Al
SRR ST TR, BEFERWESBEES ERRBE S . Piiya
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® L1 1 JUENIRGEY RKIZHTEE

+ A H DR AR BOEHE | BUERIHH
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4 42 7.42 %
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) 14 2.47 %

7 74 13.07 %

i 23 4.06 %

aa 132 23.32 %

F 19 3.36 %
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My (RO 76 13.43 %

(K. Bk 9 1.59 %
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FERITRA R “O8” FROE IR “f)” PR AR TR R
TR M7 RSN, o B el KRR R . BN R AR
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(2D RETAEHIVBESRTT
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39 ( chuat ) 3 3.00 %
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1159 (ma romn ) 1 1.00 %
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