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ABSTRACT

The study of “Educational Management Pattern for Stateless Children in Relevance to
the Context of Children, theirs Families and theirs Communities : A Case Study of Stateless
Children in Mae Sam Labe Community of Mae Hong Son Province’s Sop Moe District” has three
objectives are 1) To examine the ecological, economic, social, cultural conditions, education
system and politics as well as way of living and values of Mae Sam Labe Community that
affected stateless children and their families 2) To examine stateless children’s family conditions,
their parents’ attitudes toward education, and the children’s dreams 3) To examine the education
management of local schools and education management for the family and community of
stateless children in the line context of stateless children. This study was based on qualitative
research and in-depth interviews of samples of stateless children which spread for 5 sample
groups, totaling 54 interviewees. Including, 1) Stateless children which access to educate and
lack the right to educate as well as parents of these two groups of children, totaling 40
interviewees. 2) Two formal community leaders. 3) Three school directors. 4.) Two NGO
representatives.

The study shows that Mae Sam Laeb Community is situated in upland areas bordering
the Thai-Burmese boundaries. The community is adjacent to a forest reserve area. All community
members were Karen and Tai Yai ethnic migrants as well as Muslim people migrating from

Burma. Their main incomes came from waged work and the sales of forest products. Those
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elderly villagers, who had not been taught under the Thai schooling system, could not
communicate in Thai language. Communication within their families was mostly conducted in
Burmese or Karen languages. Most villagers had low education or no education at all, but they
had high regard for those highly-educated and believed that high education would lead to good
jobs and incomes.

Most stateless children lived in nuclear families with 3-7 members and each of these
families earned an average monthly income in the range of 1,000 baht to 6,000 baht. Most
stateless children who access to educate dreamed of becoming teachers or doctors. The majority
of stateless children’s parents wanted their children to be educated. Though they had relatively
low education or none at all, they believed that education would enable their children to find good
jobs and high incomes, which could improve the quality of life of their families. The problems of
stateless children are 1) Being weak in certain subjects 2) Communication difficulties between
friends and teachers 3) Stateless children must be changed the way of living from living with
their families to living at school 4) The lack of access to scholarships.

It was found that among the stateless children lacking access to education, most of them
did not want to go to school while parents of them wanted their children to be educated what they
dreamed to be such as policemen, mechanics, employees, teacher, running shops, work oversea,
housekeeper and getting married. The troubles to access to educate are 1) Weakness ability in
certain subjects, Failure to catch up with other pupils, inability to understand the subjects.
2) Inability to speak Thai Language, making them cannot understand the subjects. 3) Needy
money 4) Expelled them from school.

The education management approaches suitable for the family and community context of
stateless children are 1) Education that encourages students to pursue a career sustainable.
2) Curriculum Arrangement as follow 2.1 Teachers are able to communicate dialect. 2.2 The
measurement and evaluation of learning should be adapted to suit the context of stateless children
2.3 Teaching materials should be improved to suit for the lacking electricity supply. 3) To
promote preserving identify in the community.

Suggestion : At a policy level 1) Should have no pay back scholarships and student loans for

stateless children. 2) Should be adjusted the law restricting certain occupations to Thai people only
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At a practical level 1) Stateless children should be allowed to leave their locality
throughout the completion of the course 2) The awareness of sufficiency economy should be
instilled into stateless children’s minds 3) Sustainable employment should be created to reduce
the number of villagers leaving their communities to work in the cities and to reduce the number

of Prostitution.

Keywords: Stateless Children, Educational Rights, Context, Formal Education, Non — Formal

Education



