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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE IMPLICATION OF WORDS AND COLOR - RELATED
IDIOMS BETWEEN THAI AND CHINESE LANGUAGES

NARUEMON HANJITSUWAN 544053
MASTER OF ARTS (TEACHING CHINESE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: LI ZIRONG, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Both of Chinese and Thai linguist cultures are rich in words of colors with
different characteristics. Besides basic meaning of colors in objects, color words are
frequently used to deliver lots of cultural message in daily life: personality, likes or
dislikes, right or wrong, emotion, scenario or even identification of social status. Given
differences in geography, history, culture, ways of thinking, cultural psychology and
relisions between China and Thailand result in sharp differences in color words of
both cultures, this thesis focuses on analyses into the differences in structure and
cultural content through comparison between five color words (red, white, black,
yellow and cyan) of Chinese and those of Thai.

In addition, the reasons for those differences are also addressed from five
perspectives: culture, natural geography condition, cultural psychology, ways of
thinking as well as religion thought. The systematic analyses into the reasons for the
differences in color words between Chinese and Thai is designed of offer a theory in

an effort to contribute teaching Chinese color words in Thailand.

Keywords: Color words, Cultural content, Difference(s), Chinese teaching,

Comparison
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