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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF ZHANG TIANYI AND M.R. KUKRIT PRAMOJ’S
SATIRICAL NOVEL

XIAO XUEFENG 544077
MASTER OF ARTS (MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY CHINESE LITERATURE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: XU HUA, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Chinese and Thai modern and contemporary literatures have started out
almost at the same time. In recent years, the field of comparative literature has
been fully developed and literary exchanges were more frequent. Zhang Tianyi and
M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, their short stories shaped a lot of characters, such as politicians,
intellectuals, lower civilians, etc. The image depicted the true aspects of living
conditions of each of the social classes, so the derived pictures are reliable.
Comparative analysis of Zhang Tianyi’s and M.R. Kukrit Pramoj’s short stories, these
provided an important basis for the understanding of the commonness and identities
of the Southeast Asian literature. They represent a new study field of Chinese
literature in Thailand.

This thesis was pursued by using the theories of comparative literature analysis
method. First, studying the biography of these two authors and their writing
background will help to understand the similarities of their common social
background and life experiences. Second, the focus on comparison of similarities and
differences between the characters like the bureaucratic, intellectuals and ordinary
civilians etc, helps illustrate their creativity of the characters in satirical novel.. Last,
comparative study of their vision and writing style in the satirical vb&of Zhang
Tianyi and M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, helps in understanding the similarities and differences
in the creation of satirical novel of Chinese and Thai at that time, and learning some

techniques of both authors that their works could draw a moral.

Keywords: satirical novels, comparative study, characters, Zhang Tianyi, M.R. Kukrit
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