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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF MYSTERY NOVEL BETWEEN CHINA AND JAPAN

CHEN HAIBIN 534104
MASTER OF ART (MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY CHINESE LITERATURE)
THESIS ADVISOR COMMITTEE: WANG JIANSHE, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Mystery novels is to use scientific logic reasoning as the main method, and
use the solving of the strange cases in the novel as the main purpose. They usually
offer some exciting, unexpected storylines and results. It reflects the social status
and problems of the time by different sides. mystery novels is a kind of novel which
has a unique social function and the artistic charm.

In accordance with the time clue, this study will analyze the mystery
novels form four aspects: the origin of detective novels in China and Japan, the
initial stage, the development of detective novels. the contemporary of detective
novels .By contrasting Chinese and Japanese mystery novels development, the
writer hope to help the Chinese mystery novels develop into more progress, and
also to find a way to have healthy development.

The introduction is mainly about the main contents and the significance of
this paper as well as the present situation of research on Sino-Japanese mystery
novels both in domestic and foreign countries. The first chapter is mainly divided
into three parts, the first section of this chapter is to offer a clear definition of
mystery novels, and the second and third parts of this chapter are written on the
purpose of researching the origins of mystery novels in Japan and China.

The second chapter is the comparison of the initial stage of mystery novels in
Japan and China, which is divided into the effect of social change~ the effect of
economy and city modernization~ the influence of social cultural environment and
the spread of newspapers and books. Emerging from this chapter was a discussion
about whether it will influence the content and meaning of the mystery novels by
comparing writers at the time of the environment, as well as the differences
between cultures in China and Japan.

The third chapter is to compare the mystery novels in Japan and China after
War world.

The fourth chapter mainly carries on the contemporary of mystery novels in
Japan and China.

The conclusion part is a prospect and forecast on the development direction
of Chinese mystery novels.

Keywords: Mystery novels, detective novels, comparative studies
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