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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the relevance or similarity between Thai and Chinese cultures
focusing on two objectives which are: 1) to comparatively study the legends of origin of Thai
naga and Chinese dragon, and 2) to study the similarities and difference of traditions and beliefs
regarding Thai naga and Chinese dragon, since they are symbols influencing ways of life of both
Thai and Chinese people.

The results of the study showed that both the naga and the dragon which are Thai and
Chinese cultural symbols are mix-characterized from various animals. Basically, they both are
serpent-kind. The naga has a long, slender body and lives in the water. However, it can move on
land and fly as well as swim. Distinguishingly, it can disguise or transform itself. Its general color
is yellow, red, or green. For the Chinese dragon, its body is long and covered by scales. It also has
horns, legs, and a tail. And it can walk, fly, or swim. Both Thai and Chinese people have high
regard for these two sacred animals and worship them. As a consequence, traditions and belief's
relating to them are practiced for prosperity.

For traditions and beliefs regarding Thai naga and Chinese dragon, the study found that
mostly they involve nature, especially water. Examples are the festival of ‘“Naga fireballs” in
Phone Phi Sai District, Nongkai Province, the festival of “Sky rocket” in the Northeastern or Isan
region, and the tradition of “Boat racing” in Nan Province and the Central region of Thailand . Of
Chinese traditions and beliefs, some examples are the tradition of “Dragon dances”, the tradition
of “Begging for rains” in the second month organized across China, the festival of “Dragon

lantern burning” in Changning City, Sichuan Province, and the festival of “Dragon boat racing” in



C)

the Southern region of China. Both Thailand and China are agricultural countries; therefore,
people have a strong tie with water, since it supports their career of farming. The naga and the
dragon, so, are like the guardian deities or the symbols of agricultural fertility, which is, relatively
prosperity in people lives.

Besides relating to water, some traditions and beliefs regarding the naga and the dragon
are religious-involved, dealing with forming sacredness. Examples are the Buddhist ordination
ceremony and the tradition of “Lantern boat floating” which is normally performed in the Naga
fireballs festival.

In conclusion, the relevance and differences showing in legends, traditions, and beliefs
relating to the Thai naga and Chinese dragon have shed a light on the common social and cultural
background of Thai and Chinese people. As a consequence, this may encourage the better

understanding and closer cooperation of two sisterhood countries.

Keywords : Legend, Tradition, Thai Naga, Chinese Dragon, Similarity and Differences
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