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ABSTRACT

“The history of the 20th century is filled with blood and fire, suffering and struggle. In order
to completely change contradictions and faults between Chinese culture and Thai culture,
including raising the status of overseas Chinese in Thailand, Chinese and Chinese authors in
Thailand had worked very hard to search for the causes of the problems and found that salvation
and giving elementary education to people are the two key points of the history. However, since
the nature of education comprises with two main factors, practice and theory, therefore education
is widely interested by the people at all time. In the past, it was used as a tool to achieve the
historic objectives. It is said that education helps us save the nation. Education is a dream of each
individual, of the family, of the overseas Chinese including of the people in the nation. For this
reason, Chinese education novels and short stories still exists in Thailand’s Chinese literature
history. Re-reading these works made us understand the history of education of overseas Chinese
in Thailand in the past hundred years and also be able to deeply understand their soul in that
period.

Though in Thailand the early novels and short stories of family education in Chinese
literary works already appeared in 1940s, but the research work began much later. Besides, there
were very few. Although some of the works being published but mostly was just the analysis of
the authors’ works. However, in Thailand, the education novels and short stories in Chinese
literature and the development of the Chinese education of overseas Chinese have a common
historic background especially since the New Culture movement in May 4, 1919 had lead to a big
crash between Chinese and western culture, also between Chinese and Thai culture. The
consequence is social status and culture of Chinese both in mainland and overseas had changed

drastically, especially in the areas of education novels, short stories and contemporary education



for overseas Chinese. The fact is that all the changes came from the movement in that period. Due
to the Chinese education novels, short stories and education are developed from the same root and
are influenced by a long established multi-culture, especially from history, then develop into
today modernity resulting the culture and education have a very close linkage. It is just as a well-
known Chinese educator, Ye Shengtao said: “Literature is education.”

This paper attempts to give a simple analysis of Chinese education novels and short stories
in Thailand based on this special cultural background. The thesis is divided into four parts as
follows:

Introduction

The introduction will provide the basis on which the subject is chosen, the research
background and research significance, the status quo of the research on this subject and the point
of view of this research. In addition, it also defines the relevant concepts.

Chapter I summarizes the thoughts of family education in Chinese novels and short stories
which combine view points of literature and education, including the hidden purposes regarding
family education. On the other side, reflects the attitude of authors’toward family education.
Chapter II analyzes the problems of family education from Chinese education novels and short
stories written in Thailand and further analyzes the causes of the problems. Chapter III analyzes
the problems of educated children in the family from cases in the novels and short stories which
we can apply them to our real life. Finally the paper fully affirms the historical value of Chinese
education novels and short stories in Thailand. Meanwhile, it brings about some enlightenment to
contemporary family education which is given by Chinese education novels and short stories in

Thailand.

Keywords: Chinese literature in Thailand; Chinese education novels and short stories
inThailand; The concepts of family education; The problems of family

education.
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