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A STUDY OF BUDDHIST CULTURE IN “DEMI-GODS AND SEMI-DEVILS”

SUWANNA  SAEJUENG 544045
MASTER OF ART (MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY CHINESE LITERATURE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: ~ FAN JUN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

“Demi-Gods and Semi-Devils” is one of the most famous wuxia novels (Chinese
martial arts stories) written by Jinyong (Kimyong in Thai). Not only does it epitomize the
pinnacle of Jinyong’s Buddhistic ideology but it also is universally readable, both
domestically and internationally.

The thesis methodologically analyses the author’s work by syncretizing the folk
culture and philosophy of religion. It analytically pursues Demi-Gods and Semi-Devils’
author — Jinyong’s creativity background, ideological theme, its characterization and the
novel’s involvement of various cultural isms of Buddhism. The dissertation also investigates
Buddhistic ideology through Demi-Gods and Semi-Devils’ theme, plot and its
characterization.

Demi-Gods and Semi-Devils involves the three isms of Chinese Buddhism, i.e. Han
ism, Tibetan ism and Southern ism; it connotes the Han ism which is the representative of
the Shaolin Monastery, Dali’s Southern ism and Tufan’s Tibetanism.

Firstly, the thesis systematically analyses Demi-Gods and Semi-Devils’ folklore, the
belief of the three isms and its Buddhistic culture through its circumstantial process.

Secondly, it profoundly studies the three aspects of an outlook on life, i.e. the poetic
justice, the moral concept (both compassion and tolerance) and the three isms of
Buddhism of Jinyong’s ideological theme and Buddhistic ideology.

The dissertation also investigates the characteristics of the three groups of people in
a deep going way which reflect Jinyong’s profound depiction of the characterization, e.q.
Xiaofeng; Saodi the Old Monk which are favored by the audiences. The most famous
characters in the story are Xiaofeng who possesses chivalry and utterly fearless spirit to
save the world; the trio: Xuzhu, YeErniang and Xuanbei who represent cause and effect,
karma and attitude in Buddhistic taboos; JiuMozhi and Saodi the Old Monk who embody

the famed highest-ranking monk from Jinyong’s pen.



The Demi-Gods and Semi-Devils was written after Jinyong had turned to Buddhism,
thus the theme and characterization of his work are completely influenced by Buddhistic

ideology.

Keywords:  Demi-Gods and Semi-Devils, Jinyong, Buddhism, Xiaofeng,
Saodi the Old Monk
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