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THE STUDY ON FATHER IMAGES IN LETTER FROM THAILAND

NONG YI 554141
MASTER OF ARTS (MODERN AND CONTEMPORALY CHINESE LITERATURE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: WANG JIANSHE, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Letter from Thailand is the representative work of Chinese Thai woman writer
Mu Dan. The novel depicts the life experience of the heroine living in Thailand and
the social change during the 20 years, showing the colorful exotic amorous feelings
and humanities pictures. Base on the novel, the paper has conducted meta analysis
to analyze the father images, focusing on the social meaning contained in the father
images and exploring the reason of describing the image.

Firstly, the paper refines and analyzes the single father image in the novel,
classification conducted after separate characteristics concluded, and drawing 2 kinds
of father images: “one step” and “development”. The “one step” finger refers to
those who appear as a father in the very beginning of the novel, while
“development” refers to whose whole process of being “son-husband-father” has
been depicted in the novel. Later, comparison has been made between the father
images in this novel and the traditional ones, exploring the inheritance and
subversion. Then, the paper explores the social meaning of the father images. Based
on the fully recognized of the important roles father play in social economic and life
activities, starting from the feudal deep-rooted bad habits of the father image, the
paper puts forward the gradually awakening female consciousness challenging the
patriarchal society represented by father. At last, through the conflicts with the
modern family, the paper reveals the time limitation of the traditional father images
in modern society. Finally, summarizing the above work, the paper explores the
reason of depicting the series of father images. There are praise to the traditional
father and tribute to spirit of those fathers who has special identity—overseas
Chinese enterprising spirit, as well as the question and patriarchy to clear female

consciousness.

Keywords: Mu Dan, the Letter from Thailand, father images, social meaning,

reason of creation
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