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A STUDY OF M.R. KUKRIT PRAMOJ’S POLITICAL SATIRE SHORT STORIES

CHANG XIANG 544083
MASTER OF ARTS (MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY CHINESE LITERATURE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: XU ZHONG, M.A.

ABSTRACT

After Thai Democratic radicals staged a coup and established the
constitutional monarchy in 1932, Thai politics was in an era of turmoil for several
decades. Especially after the World War II, authoritarianism was running rampant in
Thai society, personal benefit became the obstacles in the democratic process. At
the meantime, Thai Literature became unprecedentedly active, short stories in
particular. A large number of progressive writers started to transform the main theme
of short stories, from entertainment to social life, and became the foundation of the
literary realism.

M.R. Kukrit Pramoj was the representative of those short stories writers, his
political satires was mixed of humor and pungent, exposed the darkness and
unfairness of Thai society sharply, invoked people to get rid servility, strive for their
own right in a non-violent way.

M.R. Kukrit Pramoj born in a royal family, his family get involved into politics
from generation to generation, and his own experience in politics for decades, all
these made him understanding in Thai politics. M.R. Kukrit Pramoj's political satires
not only have a vivid timing, able to describe the politics of Thailand at that time in
detail, moreover, because of his reflection of the reform of the political system and
Thai society, which make his novelette so lively.

M.R. Kukrit Pramoj's political satires are good at reveal the contradiction of
Thai society at that time through character creation and the conflict of plot. M.R.
Kukrit Pramoj's literary and artistic expressions was so skillfully that made his political
satires so readability and vitality.

M.R. Kukrit Pramoj's political satires are the representative of literary realism of
Thailand after World War I, and they are also the monument of Thailand modern
literature.

Keywords: Literature, M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, Political satire, Short stories
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