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A STUDY OF CUSTOMS AND CULTURE OF THE THAI HAKKA ASSOCIATION

CHANTHA SAE KHOO 576058

MASTER OF ARTS (TEACHING CHINESE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: LI ZHIYAN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Hakka ancestors, originally inhabited around the downstream area of Yellow River
in China during the 4 to the 19 century, after 5 diasporas so pass southward, scattered
around South East Asian countries and around the world. For the Hakka people sojourning
overseas as strangers to help each other, maintain fellow-townsmen ship and pass down
the Hakka heritage, numerous Hakka Associations were established, which have played
an important role in the transmission and inheritance of the Hakka tradition overseas;
therefore these associations are trace and window for recognizing and inspecting the
overseas Hakka culture.

This thesis focuses on the tradition and folk customs of Hakka. It traces back to the
diasporas of the Hakka ancestors, introduces the origin and development of the Hakka people
in Thailand and their current situation, and analyzes how important the Hakka associations
were to the prosperity of the Hakka community and the passing down of their culture in
Thailand. Next, by personal visit to the associations in Thailand, the author investigates
the location, the architectural style and its functions, along with the histories and present
development of the Hakka associations. Finally, based on the historical data, interview
records and statistical data, the author examines the Hakka traditions, and presents personal
perspectives on daily life, festive and ceremonious customs, religious life and the taboos.

This research aims to fill in the blank of the studies in Hakka people in Thailand,

and to spur further investigations on the Hakka legacy in Thailand.

Keywords: Chinese Hakka People, Thai Hakka Association, Customs and Culture Hakka
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